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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, enthroned above all 

other powers, thank You for the mas-
terpiece of another day. Lord, our 
hearts ache because of the pain in our 
world. We see the anger, the violence, 
the death, the tears, and the despair. 
Forgive us when we forget that You are 
still in control of our planet and that 
the hearts of humanity are in Your 
hands. Lord, help us to remember that 
Your power is far above any conceiv-
able command, authority or control. 
As our lawmakers strive to contribute 
to peace in our time, bless those who 
support them in their work. Help us all 
to trust You without wavering. 

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PAUL). The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

IRAN NUCLEAR AGREEMENT 
REVIEW ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday, we were reminded yet again of 
Iran’s determination to use every ele-
ment of national power to expand its 
sphere of influence and undermine 
international law. 

What we saw in the Strait of Hormuz 
simply underlines the danger posed by 
Iran, along with the pressing need for a 
clear-eyed understanding of the Iranian 
threat. 

It is appropriate, then, that the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of the bi-
partisan Iran Nuclear Agreement Re-
view Act later today. I encourage Mem-
bers to come to the floor, offer amend-
ments, and work with the floor man-
agers to schedule votes. 

We have voted on one amendment to 
this bipartisan bill. I am sure we will 
take votes on several more significant 
amendments before the week is over. 

f 

WELCOMING THE PRIME MINISTER 
OF JAPAN 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
later this morning we will welcome an 
important friend of the United States 
to the Capitol, Shinzo Abe, Prime Min-
ister of Japan. 

I am looking forward to hearing what 
he has to say. I know many of my col-
leagues feel the same way because 
Prime Minister Abe doesn’t just lead 
one of the most important economies 
and countries in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, he leads one of the most impor-
tant countries and economies in the 
entire world. Abe has proposed to tack-
le some tough structural problems 
other leaders in his country might not 
touch, but he knows the Japanese peo-
ple can be persuaded to reward their 
leaders for taking risks. 

Abe previously served in the Cabinet 
of a free-market Prime Minister who 
grabbed hold of economic third rails of 
Japanese politics and then rolled to a 
landslide victory when others counted 
him out. Perhaps that is why Abe feels 
liberated to pursue new initiatives of 
his own. 

On the domestic side, Abe has pro-
posed structural reforms. On the inter-
national front, Abe has worked to en-
hance the role and influence of demo-
cratic nations, such as the two of us, in 

the Asia-Pacific. Just this week in 
Washington, he signed important 
agreements with the United States on 
both cyber security and defense. 

This all serves to underline the en-
during importance of the U.S.-Japan 
alliance. It also reminds us that the 
Obama administration must do its 
part, too, by investing in the platforms 
and capabilities needed to make its an-
nounced pivot to Asia real. That is the 
only way to both bolster democratic 
nations such as Japan in the region, 
while also effectively countering Chi-
na’s aggressive encroachment upon the 
territorial and navigational rights of 
its neighbors. 

Trade is another way to advance our 
common values and strengthen our na-
tional security and our economy. For 
years, Japan and the United States had 
a difficult trading relationship. Today, 
though, the U.S. and Japanese nego-
tiators actually appear close to reach-
ing an agreement that could signifi-
cantly lower existing barriers to trade, 
benefiting both of our economies. 

That breakthrough is being nego-
tiated as part of the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership, a trade agreement be-
tween Pacific nations such as Japan, 
Australia, and the United States. That 
would help ensure the region and the 
world play by fair rules, instead of 
ceding the fields to an increasingly ag-
gressive China. 

The Trans-Pacific Partnership could 
also, according to one estimate, sup-
port up to nearly one-quarter of a mil-
lion new jobs in the United States, in-
cluding more than 50,000 jobs in the 
manufacturing sector alone. But Amer-
ican and Kentucky workers and farm-
ers will never be able to reap the re-
wards of selling more ‘‘Made in Amer-
ica’’ goods to the Pacific until Con-
gress passes a bipartisan trade pro-
motion bill. 

Passing that bipartisan legislation is 
key to enhancing Congress’s role in the 
trade process, while simultaneously en-
suring Presidents of either party—be-
cause this is a 6-year TPA, it will apply 
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